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makers, especially Senators Biden and Kohl and
Congressman Schumer. Our ‘‘Anti-Gang and
Youth Crime Control Act of 1996’’ will use the
very same strategy our crime bill used to make
the juvenile justice system tougher and smarter,
and to help our young people stay drug-free
and away from guns and gangs and violence.
It makes it easier for prosecutors to prosecute
violent youth offenders as adults, toughens pen-
alties for possession and use of firearms, rein-
states a ban on guns in the schools, reviving
a law that was struck down in the courts. It
will establish more juvenile drug courts which
give nonviolent offenders the chance to get off
drugs before they wind up in jail. It will raise
the maximum detention to 10 years and give
judges flexibility in sentencing. It will harden
penalties for those who sell drugs to children
or use children to sell drugs.

All this will help, but we also will have to
have more parents being more responsible in
teaching their children right from wrong and
in looking out for them and more communities
showing young people that they care, consid-
ering things like keeping their schools open
more after school.

We know 50 percent of the juvenile crime
in this country occurs in the hours after the
school day ends. More communities have con-
sidered doing what Long Beach, California, has
done and what the Attorney General is trying
to help others do, consider whether setting up
a school uniform policy will help to reduce the
influence of gangs and help to identify gang

members and help to keep the crime rate down
and the children safer. Regardless, we’ve all got
a role to play if we’re going to move toward
a 21st century that is more free of guns and
drugs and violent gangs.

The message today to the Bloods, the Crips,
to every criminal gang preying on the innocent
is clear: We mean to put you out of business,
to break the backs of your organization, to stop
you from terrorizing our neighborhoods and our
children, to put you away for a very long time.
We have just begun the job, and we do not
intend to stop until we have finished.

Let me say again, this legislation I offer today
has been developed with help from law enforce-
ment. It is like the crime bill of 1994, straight-
forward, commonsense, there are no hidden
meanings, there are no poison pills. It relies
on partnerships with communities and citizens.
And I hope Congress will join us in a bipartisan
commitment to save our neighborhoods, our
families, and our children from the threat of
gangs and gang violence.

This again is something we should be able
to do, even this year, in a genuine spirit of
bipartisanship, because we know it will work,
and we know it will make a profound difference.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:56 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to the May 11 crash of ValuJet Flight
592. The President also referred to Margaret Sey-
mour, acting U.S. attorney for South Carolina.

Message to the Congress Reporting a Budget Deferral
May 14, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report one revised deferral of budgetary
resources, totaling $1.4 billion. The deferral af-
fects the International Security Assistance pro-
gram.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

May 14, 1996.

NOTE: The report detailing the deferral was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 24.
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